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DROUGHT ASSISTANCE 

7. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the Government’s announcement today that it will spend an extra $300 million of taxpayers’ money on 
the Perth to Mandurah railway line, which will be funded using money ripped out of regional Western Australia, 
and ask - 

(1) Can the minister justify why more than 20 farmers in the drought-affected Dalwallinu shire are 
struggling to get assistance from the Government to ensure they get access to water, one of the most 
basic needs of their families and livestock? 

(2) Will the minister commit to giving immediate consideration to assessing these applications and funding 
successful candidates?  

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

I thank the member for the question.   

(1) Of course, I support the initiative announced today by the Premier and the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure.  It is an excellent initiative that will benefit air quality in this city.  A Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation report warns that, because of the design of the city and 
its geography and climate, we are at risk of very serious air pollution problems.  I applaud the work 
done by my colleague the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure - 

Several members interjected. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The air in the member’s electorate is very good; we spent a very enjoyable time in clean 
air in Narrogin.  I thank the member for his hospitality.   

(2) In the past year, this Government has spent $4.5 million in assistance to farmers through the farm water 
grants scheme.  It is a good scheme and one I am happy to support.  In recent times, it has allocated a 
further $1.5 million.  I am not aware of farmers in Dalwallinu having missed out, so to speak.  If people 
have missed out, it may well be because they did not meet the criteria to receive a grant. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  It is because you have pulled the funding. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  We have not pulled the funding.  I want to make this very clear.  The Rural Water Supply 
Co-ordinating Committee makes recommendations to me, and I have approved all of its recommendations.  A 
secondary recommendation was put to me that, because the amount involved was so large, I should change the 
criteria.  My response was that I would not change the criteria in the middle of the process.  The Leader of the 
National Party should not say that without knowing the facts.  I have gone against advice to ensure those people 
received their grants.   

If the member for Merredin wants to raise with me the details of those 20 people, I will be happy to review the 
situation and see what programs might be available or what other assistance we can provide.  I have visited two 
country areas in the past week and I know that the situation is causing difficulties for some farmers.  We are 
getting some strange anecdotal evidence that the rain has stopped at one of the highways.  That seems a bit odd, 
but it appears to be true when one looks at a map of the area and the rainfall data.  I will happily follow up the 
issue if the member provides me with the details.  
 


